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Acknowledgement of 
Country 

For thousands of years, clans of the Eastern Kuku 
Yalanji rainforest people  and Yirrganydji saltwater 
people have thrived on the Country we will talk about 
today. 
We would like to acknowledge them as the Traditional 
Custodians and recognise and honour their cultures 
and connections to the lands, skies, and waters. 



• 12,500 people 
• 2,428km2

• Divided by the Daintree 
River and ferry 

• Surrounded by Wet Tropics 
World Heritage Area 

• On the international map 
but significantly isolated

• 2.7m average annual 
rainfall

• 7 Communities 

About Douglas 



The Continuous Learning 
Cycle



Hazards 



Attitudes 
to 
Hazards 
and Risk  
Understanding 
community 
awareness and 
concerns 



Listening to lived 
experience and 
local knowledge 

Understanding 
Risk  



Localised Exposure 

Local values 
dictate 
exposure



Listening

Talking Vulnerability   



Using story maps 
to highlight roles 
and 
responsibilities  - 
what’s in your 
sphere of 
influence? 

Putting it all 
together   



Listening to 
hyper local 
needs 

Putting it all 
together   



What is a local 
resilience 
Scorecard? 

Putting it all 
together   



• Localised understanding informs the Local disaster 
management plan 

• Local knowledge is the best knowledge 
• Heightened awareness of pinch points for the Local 

disaster management group 
• Increased awareness and understanding for the 

community who attended
• Plenty of new threads to build upon for local Disaster 

management officers 
• A monitoring framework would support further LRPs
• There is no rest 

Lessons Learned 



Thank you, and the people 
and staff of Douglas Shire
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