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Acknowledgement of Country
Aurecon acknowledges the 
Traditional Custodians of the lands, waters 
and skies where we work, live and play. 

We celebrate the diversity of Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander peoples and 
their ongoing cultures and connections to 
lands, water and skies across Australia. In 
particular, we acknowledge their ongoing 
connection to Country and 
continuing environmental stewardship.

We acknowledge the Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander Custodians of these lands and 
we pay our respects to Elders past and 
present.
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Natural Hazard  Deaths 1900-2011
     
Extreme heat   4555   55.2%

Flood      1221   14.8%

Bush/grassfire   866   10.5%
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Nature-based solutions:
Actions that protect  and restores 
natural ecosystems and address 
social challenges while delivering 
well-being and biodiversity benefits.
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Nature-based Solution

Traditional SolutionNature-based Solutions
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- Working with Nature
- Cost efficient 
- Value led
- Multi-functional
- Tackle Climate Change

Nature-based Solutions

Benefits 
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The key to cooling is water

• Urban 10C  >   than  Forests / Rivers
• Irrigated grassed areas 5C      than non-irrigated grass
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Storm Water
•  Use for Cooling
•  Reduce Sediment run off
•  Increase Water Quality

Taking off the HEAT!
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Green & Blue Grid
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Heat Resilience
Modelling the master plan:
 4 °C cooler

Applying this over the last six Summers:

- Reduction in Extreme, Very Strong and 
Strong Stress Heat Days from 47 to 19

- No thermal stress more than doubles

https://cds.climate.Copernicus.eu/cdsapp#!/dataset/derived-utci-historical?tab=overview DOI: 10.24381/cds.553b7518
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Blue Green Grid
• Cooler & Greener
• Healthier Waterways
• Independent water supply
• Aligned with cultural values
• Meets Community’s expectations
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Nature-based Solutions > Resilience
• Reducing impact of Climate Change
• Lessens flood risks
• Less water yields from natural catchments
• Flexible and more resilient water portfolio
• Social and biodiversity benefits
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