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HOPE & 
COMPASSION







Risk information vs perception

Values, needs, beliefs, attitudes 

Scientific Information 
Climate Risk / Vulnerability

Active Denial

“Climate Change is 
not happening. It’s 
a millennium cult” 

Blame

“It’s all China’s 
fault. Why should I 

do anything?”

Vested Interests

“Something must 
be done, but not at 

the expense of 
jobs/trade/
Lifestyle etc

Passive Denial

“I don’t wish to 
think about it, it’s 
too complicated”

Narrow 
Perspectives

“All of the climate 
change problems 

can be solved with 
renewable 
energy!”



More Concerned                                                    Less Concerned

Can it happen to me?

Yes                                                                                                                          No

Will it happen now or later?

Now                                                                                                                        Later

Is the impact personalised or abstract?

Personalised                                                                                                      Abstract

Do we believe we have control over the risk?
Low level of control                                                                       High level of control

Nature of the risk

Catastrophic, immediate impact                                    Chronic, long-term impact    

Extent of the benefit derived from behaviour associated with the risk?

Low Benefit                                                                                                 High Benefit

Is the risk derived from voluntary behaviour or was it imposed on us?
Imposed                                                                                                            Voluntary

Is the risk natural or human made?
Human Made                                                                                                      Natural

Will these risks affect our children? 
Yes                                                                                                                          No
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Awareness Association Acquisition Application

Information

Knowledge of the 
climate impact / risk

Knowledge of the 
adaptation action

Values

Belief that the impact 
and associated risk is 
worth managing

Recognition that 
adapting will help meet 
existing needs

Capacity

Ability to acquire the 
skills, systems, 
technologies and 
behaviours required  to 
adapt

External Incentives

Financial, regulatory, 
policy and management 
support and incentives to 
practically apply and 
implement the 
adaptation response

Macro level physical 
systems, infrastructure 
and social norms are 
supportive

Stakeholder Receptivity and Capability

Adapted from Jeffrey and Seaton’s Receptivity Continuum





The Multi Level Perspective



Regional Climate Partnerships 



Changing street lights 

to LEDs

Solar panels on 

Council and 

community sites 

Transitioning vehicle

fleet to hybrids and 

EVs

Energy Efficiency

Carbon Reduction



Green 
Infrastructure



Climate Ready 
Communities
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Heat 
Mapping



Feeling 
Hot Hot Hot!



Tree Canopy 
Mapping



Coastal 
Adaptation
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Bushfire 
preparedness and 
resilience



Climate Governance Assessments



Resilient Asset 
Management
Project (RAMP)



Planning 
Reform
Engagement



Exposure Sensitivity
Vulnerability//
Resilience

Where we build, what we build





Regional Climate Partnerships 

The power of bridging organisations (niches) 

from risk
to resilience

from planning
to practice

from isolation
to collaboration





Thank you

Get in touch

nina.keath@onkaparinga.sa.gov.au

www.resilientsouth.com


