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Natural disasters in NSW
• The 2019/2020 bushfires killed 25 people, 

destroyed 2,335 houses and burnt over 5.4 
hectares of land

• Multiple flooding events in northern NSW in 
2022 damaged around 10,000 properties, 
leaving around 4,000 homes uninhabitable. 
Flooding in July 2022 in Sydney impacted a 
further 1860 buildings

• There has now been multiple years of major 
flooding across NSW

• Natural disasters in NSW are estimated to cost 
up to $3.6 billion per year



NSW Planning Policy response

• NSW has undertaken multiple inquiries to 
inform our response to natural disasters

• Established the Housing Recovery Taskforce in 
2022 to lead recovery efforts

• Our responses to recent disasters includes:

• Facilitating the delivery of emergency 
accommodation

• Supporting rebuilding efforts and 
encouraging ‘Build Back Better’

• Improving the consideration of natural 
hazards in strategic planning



Facilitating emergency accommodation

• We made changes to allow:

• displaced people to stay in camping 
grounds for up to two years

• a moveable dwelling to be installed on 
any land with council approval

• shipping containers to be used as 
temporary businesses and storage

• The Housing Recovery Taskforce has worked 
closely with councils to select appropriate 
sites for temporary accommodation



Helping people to rebuild
• Waived the BASIX fee to rebuild disaster-

affected homes

• Introduced a natural disaster clause

• Allowed outbuildings to be rebuilt without 
development approval or through a fast-
tracked process

• Made demolition and non-structural repairs 
easier

• Introduced the Special Flood Consideration 
Clause through revised flood prone land 
package

• New Rural Boundary Clearing Code



Improving our strategic planning
• Using strategic planning to minimise risks

• NSW Flood Prone Land Package 2021, including:

• a new planning circular on flooding

• a new guideline: Considering Flooding in 
Land Use Planning

• updated local planning direction

• two new Local Environmental Plan 
Standard Instrument clauses

• amendments to environmental planning 
instruments

• New NSW Bush Fire Policy

• The Strategic Guide to Planning for Natural 
Hazards



Strategic Guide to Planning for Natural Hazards

• Recommended in the NSW State 
Infrastructure Strategy 2018-2038

• Introduces eight principles to embed 
natural hazards considerations into 
strategic planning activities

• Adopts an ‘all-hazards’ approach to ensure 
all relevant hazards are considered

Bushfire

Tornadoes

Coastal 
Hazards

Heatwave

Flood

Landslide

Drought Storm

Tsunami

Earthquake

Cyclone



Strategic Guide to Planning for Natural Hazards



Strategic Guide to Planning for Natural Hazards –
Guiding Principles



Strategic Guide to Planning for Natural Hazards –
Guiding Principles



Going forward

• Northern Rivers Reconstruction 
Corporation

• NSW Flood Inquiry 
recommendations


